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Day 1

Our Voices cf the Future APEC 2006 program started on a ‘Monc[ay, November the lgtﬁ, at Hanoi
University. There, we were introduced to the aﬁﬂferent organizers, teachers and students from cﬁﬁ[erent
parts of the world in the program. Qlfrer ﬁaw’ng a short coﬁ[ee break and a wondérfu( welcome Ey
Vietnamese student Kim Chi and 'Pnfessor ‘Doug(as Jardine, we (eﬁ to the T¢ emjo[e (f Literature on the

two group buses. ’Jf it was their ﬁ"rst Visit to Vietnam, there wasn't a sing(e _person on the bus that wasn’t

amazed Ey the tmﬁfic in the city: fiundreds of motorcycfes going around in what looked [ike chaos but
worked Joeq‘%ct(y _we(f

On ﬁ’rst impression, the temy(e looked more [ike a gawfen that an actual temjofe. T\foﬁocfy could ﬁe@o but
to gasp when taken By surprise Ey dozens of Eeaumfu( exam}v(es of bonsai trees that decorated the gcmfen,
togetﬁer with a })oncf As we walked on, we started the see wﬁy it’s called temj)[e. The architecture, cfating
o from the time when Vietnam was part (f the Chinese ﬂimjoire, was the main feature (f the shrines and

the small Jom’E‘




‘By the time the sun started to come down, we were feaving the Te emjofe of Literature towards Tran Qouc
‘Pagocfa, a refigious site at the ecfge cf the Westlake. Aside from the Eeauty of the }J[ace itsegf, we were
fucﬁy to be there at the time when a monk was }meing in one of the shrines, singing and ]ofaying a

}Jercussion instrument, maEing the visit as comjofete as it could be.

Not very far away was the POT OMAC, a restaurant and the riverside, on top of a traditional
Vietnamese boat. ?[ﬁ'e‘r some waiting, delicious dinner was served. fo the end cf the ﬁ’rst c[ay, we started
to get to know Vietnam and its }Jecyofe, and the bonds between students and teachers from around the
world were starting to take sﬁajoe'

CDay 2
The second cfay started earfy in the moming, as Ey 6:00 AM we were on the bus feaving for Ha Long

‘Bay, the World Natural ‘J-[erimge %egion on the northeast coast cf Vietnam. A whole cfay was dedicated
to this visit this pface; and we would [ater realize wﬁy.

ﬂﬁer a three hour tmjo on the bus, we got down Ey the seaside, divided the group in two, and got on
A\
sourist boats that took us to this pface. ‘Most of didn’t know what to expect. As we sailed into the sea,

vomen and children in small motorboats sailed besides us, and as authentic merchants of the sea, (jjcerecf
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fruits exotic to many of us, excﬁangec{ them for an amount we decided (f on(y a few thousand c[ongs, and
then sailed way with a smile on their face and a waving hand, her and her children. T'm sure that T'm
not the on(y one that was d'eejo[_y touched Ey the mzfiating g[ow and warmth g( the Vietnamese peopfe

everywﬁere.
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When we (eﬁ, we could see small silhouettes at the ﬁorizon, and Ey now, we started to recogm’ze island
that looked (ike mountain JoeaEs that yiercec( the ocean smfface. ‘Most of them were comp[ete[y fuff cf
vegetation, but ay})arent(y there was no pattern for the size or sﬁajoe. Fach of these islands was wortﬁy @C

]n'cture sessions, exceyt tﬁere were ﬁuncfrec{s qf tﬁem at Sigﬁt, every moment more.

We stqppecf at one of the Eiggest islands on sigﬁt, which was one cf the main tourist stops, and actua((y
world ﬁeritage site Ey UNESCO. Qlﬁer cfimﬁing a coujofe of hundred steps, we entered a ﬁuge cave that
was the Lfoorway to a cavern hundreds cj" thousands years old. Stalactites and sm(agmites, ﬁigﬁ ﬁumicfity
and dark _passageways characterized a world that was onfy steps away from the open ocean. Later on we
had [unch on the boats, and as exyectecf, secg(oocf lovers were c{e(igﬁtea[ with very ﬁ'esﬁ crab, sﬁm’m}a, sqm’cf
and other ﬁ’nger-(icﬁing y[ates. “Surreal” mayﬁe an appropriate word to describe the Ha Long Bay

exyerience.
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Back in Hanoi (in a return trip that fe[t more like three minute instead of three hours, everyone still

$ eing ([azecf am{ amazec[ 6y our cfay on tﬁe sea) we ﬁacf cfinner at a ‘Trencﬁ restaurant, anc( afrerwmcfs
€ ﬁacftﬁe energy to gO toa ch:é near tﬁe ﬁote(to 56(11’6 tﬁe 6651' moments (ftﬁe c(ay
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‘Day 3

?lfrer two cfays of main(_y tourist activities, it was time for the Voices of the Future Students to start the
hard work. On our second visit to Hanoi ’University, we had a ﬁriqf session in which we were ex])(ainecf
what was the sna})sﬁot (a basic introductory article on a gpecz)[ic person aﬁer ﬁaving an interview) and
were divided into groups of five to six students and an educator. Later on, the Viethamese representative
qf UN T-(aﬁimt, T\@uyen %umg, among other government oﬁ(iciafs, gave talks on their areas, and we had
our first opportunity to interview them cfirectfy in order to get an idea on what the sﬁa})e cf our

anpSﬁOtS WOH[L{ (006 ﬁée

From the university we [eft té Bac T1 fumg Long and Tien Son Industrial Zones. The industrial yaré is
enormous, (unfortunate[y, mﬁing pictures was strictfy }Jroﬁiﬁited) and we got the chance to see the
]Jroc(uction (ines and the cfesign process of DENSO, one (f the world’s Eiggest automotive motor parts
maker. ?(frer two syeecﬁes ﬁy company yersonnef, we all were tﬁinﬁing “Wow, Vietnam’s incfustry 1S
growing!”

Later on in the evening, we had ﬁaﬁf four to dress up and get reacfy for the ﬁ'rst gafa dinner, the “‘Doing
business with Vietnam Forum” forma( dinner. This took Jo(ace in the salon at the Melid Hotel. It was

oS, viousfyﬁd[ofEusinessyeojlfeﬁ'om aff over tﬁe WOT(O{; cmcfsome 0qu ﬁacf tﬁe cﬁzmce tO}J(M’t tﬁe taﬁ[e
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and even have Erig: conversations with tﬁem, which would be continued on the next two cfays‘ For the rest

quS, a greatjazz Eanc{anc(yet cmotﬁer succufent d‘iﬂ?’lef' c[osecfanotﬁer SM}JQT d;ly

‘Day 4

The “®oing Business with Vietnam Forum” started this Jay, and we had the cyyoﬁunity to be present
at the conﬁrences to learn and _participate. The fomm was held at the new[y built National Convention
Centre- a world-class center for events cf this magnituc{e to be held. Tt a(Eing, feaming and even Jining
amongst the world’s economic leaders, we knew we had to make the most cf this opportunity.
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;m:llllllﬁ BUSINESS WITH VIET NAM FORUM 2006

OVEMBER 16,2006 - HA NOL VIET NAM

The introc{uctory gpeecﬁ was given Ey, no less than the Prime Minister of Vietam, T\@uyen Tan ‘Dung.
7lfter wefcoming the c{efegates and business ]oeopfe and gwing us an idea of the progressive yﬁase that
Vietnam is going tﬁmugﬁ, the sessions Eegun. Creating the rigﬁt business environment, stmtegies for
industrial efevefoyment and financiaf market cfeve(oyment were among the topics covered. These
discussions were held in a way that everyone was activefy involved: a moderator with (fee}: Enow(ee@e on
the ﬁ’e(cf headed the discussion cf }Jo[itica[ and economic leaders fmm cﬁ:ﬁ(erent APEC economies, so that
an “cyoen discussion” took }J(ace. ﬂfter each syeaéer had the oyyortunity to state their views, a question

and answer session fo((oweef, with inquiries and commentaries from §pecia(izecf members in the audience.

As zfefegates we tried to learn as much as we could from each of the gpeaﬁers, and outside the conference
room, we engagecf in conversations and casual interviews with cfe(egates fmm cﬁfferent economies and

Bac Eground}.
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7lfter ﬁaw’ng [unch at the center, we headed to the university and worked on our sna})sﬁots with the
information we had gatﬁerec{ tﬁrougﬁout the c{ay. At dinner time, and not Eefm’e worEing for some hours,
we had our Voices of the Future International ‘J\figﬁt Here we listened to the Minister cf ‘lmfustry in
Vietnam and the memorable syeecﬁ Ey ‘Mrs. Tu[ﬁrigﬁt, among others. Later on, the choir and band from
the ?\@uyen Dihn Chieu School for the Blind cfee_zp[y touched rmyﬁmfy that has ever apyreciatecf artistic
ex]m’ession and musical talent, with in{pirec{ interpremtion of traditional Vietnamese and world music.
ﬂﬁer this, students ﬁom the university danced and sang other tyyica( fo(ﬁ(om’c rﬁytﬁms from the region,
and the evening ended with the students from (ﬁﬁ(erent economies sﬁam’ng souvenirs and glfrs Erougﬁt
from home. It was trufy a s,peciaf m’gﬁt, since we all had the opportunity to get even closer to each other.
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‘Day 5
‘T)OW(M’C(S tﬁe emfoftﬁe weeE, most ofus were starting tofee[tirecf, since tﬁe Jays were [ong anc(we were

USU(Z[[y getting an avemge Oj"5-6 HOMTS ofs[egp q‘[OWéVéT, a CO(d‘ SHOWQT, an esyresso ancf tﬁe motivation

to 66 at tﬁe summit was enougﬁ to EQ?P us a(ive c[uring tﬁe dhy

On our second visit to the National Convention Centre we were starting to learn how to get around the
})[ace and meeting the rigﬁt yeqp(e in a more conﬁcfmt and natural way. ‘Jf you looked around, you could
}n’oﬁaﬁfy see one cf the students from the Voices program ta(ﬁing to a Vietnamese economist, the
chairman of an information tecﬁnofogy corporation, or the genem( manager cf an aircmft engine
yroc(ucer. ‘Jf you had the courage to walk up, introduce yoursegc, and ask for a few minutes of

COTW@TS&H.'iOTl, cﬁances were you were going to get tﬁem, since most oftﬁese ﬁeacfs ofcountries amf

comyanies were open and friemf[y‘
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APEC CEO SUMMIT 2

One Community: Creating New Opportunities for Share ed De¥

The fina( ga(a dinner took yface at one of Vietnam’s Eiggest and Jorettiest hotels, the Daewoo ‘]—fote(, and

for the last time we had an evening with (ive classical music and exquisite sitting with the world’s leaders.




