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Arriving in Hanoi/ HANU
By Ethna Elizondo and Mireya Trevino

Getting to Vietnam from Monterrey took many ai(p(anes and hours. We made stops in Dallas,
Los ﬂnge(es and ﬂ-fong Kong, where we actua[fy toured for a few cfays Eg[ore getting to Hanoi.
ﬂftﬁougﬁ we should have been tired and jetfaggec{, the idea of the c(ays that would fo((ow and the new
tﬁings we would see energize&f the whole group. When we arrived at Vietnam, just with Eeing in the
airport it fe(t cﬂﬁferent, because everyone was so quiet and solemn, and our group had been very noisy
tﬁmugﬁout the trip, so we knew we had to be quieter. Army c)ﬂ:icers gmm{ecf the [ancfing airlp(omes and
directed us to the immigmtian section, where we were told to stand in the “APEC @efegation” (ine,
which made us fee[ S}Jeciaf

When all ten (f us had collected our ﬁefongings and made it trougﬁ customs (an adventure in
itseg‘), we met another group of ‘Mexicans arriving also for the program from SELIDER. We were all
greetec{ Ey some of our Vietnamese hosts rigﬁt away and were instructed to take the vans to the hotel.
Some cf us cﬁangec{ currency rigﬁt at the airport and were sur}m’secf to ﬁ’ncf out that the excﬁange rate
was 16,000 Jong to one USD: Soon we had hundreds cf thousands of cfong in our yocﬁets!

As we drove to the hotel, the first tﬁing we noticed was that the driver was ﬁonﬁing a lot, and
first we tﬁougﬁt that it was just fim, but cgfter some time we realized that everyone was cfoing the same
tﬁing.’ ﬂ[tﬁougﬁ all this noise was kind of strange and annoying, it turned out to be funny and a true
landmark from Hanoi. The ride to the hotel was (ong enougﬁ for us to get a view of the old 6ui[cfing5
with the traditional yagoc(a-sty[é rooﬁops and also to notice that houses are narrow on the front and
usua[fy three or more stories ﬁigﬁ. Getting to the old part of the city to the hotel was impressive
because we saw more cf the chaotic tm)jfic in the city and the ﬁonéing intemlfiecf

When we arrived to the hotel in Vietnam it wasn’t what we exyectec(, since we origina[[y
tﬁougﬁt we would be in a El'g hotel with all of the Joeoyfe of Voices cf the Future; instead we were divided
in small, nearﬁy hotels. We were told that we would have roommates from Lﬁﬁ[erent countries for the
whole week and that made us a bit nervous. It can be strange to stay in a com})fete(y dtﬁ[erent country,
with yeoy(e you don’t know, however the staﬁ and the organizers were all very kind and friem[(y, which
made it comfortaﬁfa But this was a goo&( way to get to know all the members of the program. At first it
was hard to get to be friencfs with all of the _participants main(y because we gpeaé cﬁﬁ(erent [cmguages,
but we {poée fng[isﬁ at all times, so that barrier was erased easify and we became closer.

We ﬁ’rst met the Canadian cfe(egation and then we started meeting everyone else. We loved the
fee[ing cf a small town that the Old Quarter has, because we are used to a cﬁﬁ[erent setting in our city.
Crossing the streets was scary because in Monterrey we don’t have as many motorcyc(es and Eicyc(es as
in Hanoi (this is the main medium of transportation, whereas in Monterrey we have main[y cars) and
the way cf c{riving also fe(’r very foreign. We aren’t used to this trangportation, 50 some cf the members
of VOF got the courage to try and ride a motorcycfe and tﬁey said it is actuaffy better than Eeing ona
car.

On ‘Monc(ay, when we went to Hanoi University (HANU), we had the fm’ma( welcome Ey
Tmfessor Lang who made sure we all got the agem{a and handbook for the rest q( our stay. We also got
the information about what were we c(oing and basic data about the country.

We still have contact with the other members and we ﬁcyoe to maintain it for a [ong time, to see

1S again some Jay ancfto ﬁave acﬁievea(tﬁe goa[s tﬁat we ﬁave.
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We had a reaffy goocf time, meeting everyone form all the cﬁﬁcerent countries that were there, and
maéing friencfs with yecyofe we had never seen ﬁefore. It was a Yeaf(y goocf and exciting exjoem’ence,
sometﬁing that we never l[ived
Eefm'e, and c(efinite(y would (ike
to have the opportunity to [ive
again.

Mireya Trevifio and FEthna
Elizondo get a fi‘rst sigﬁt of the
Lake in Hanoi upon their

arrival.

T mﬁcic in Hanoi on a miny,
Sumfay aﬁ’emoon
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The ﬁ’rst tﬁing we noticed was
the tmﬁ(ic and the ﬁonﬁing.

Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation

Mireya Treviio yosing Ey one cf the many Welcome

T Vi
YW ELCOIMWE 170
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The introcfuctary
gpeecﬁes at HANU.

Getting to Hanoi took
many flights.
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